
Chinese New Year is an important Chinese 
holiday. It is celebrated on a date in 
January or February each year. It is the 
longest festival in the Chinese calendar 
because it lasts for 15 days. People 
celebrate Chinese New Year with many 
different traditions. Chinese families get 
together to share a special dinner the night 
before Chinese New Year begins. Money is 
given in red envelopes because the colour 
red is a symbol of good luck and happiness. 
Many people also enjoy watching and 
taking part in lion or dragon dances.
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Chinese New YearChinese New Year
1.	 Find and copy one word which means the 

same as ‘joy’. 
�

2.	 When is Chinese New Year celebrated? �  
								                  
								                 

3.	 Number these facts from 1–3 to show the 
order they appear in the text. 

   The festival lasts for 15 days. 
   Chinese families get together to     	

	       share a special dinner. 
   Chinese New Year is an important  

	       Chinese holiday.

4.	 How do you think you would feel the 
night before Chinese New Year if your 
family was going to be celebrating? 
�
�
�
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1.	 Find and copy one word which means the 
same as ‘joy’. 
happiness�

2.	 When is Chinese New Year celebrated? 
Chinese New Year is celebrated 
in January or February.

3.	 Number these facts from 1 to 3 to show 
the order they appear in the text. 
2    The festival lasts for 15 days. 
3    Chinese families get together to     	

	       share a special dinner. 
1    Chinese New Year is an important  

	       Chinese holiday.

4.	 How do you think you would feel the 
night before Chinese New Year if your 
family was going to be celebrating? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
I might feel excited and happy to be 
spending time with my family.�

AnswersChinese New YearChinese New Year

Chinese New Year is an important Chinese 
holiday. It is celebrated on a date in 
January or February each year. It is the 
longest festival in the Chinese calendar 
because it lasts for 15 days. People 
celebrate Chinese New Year with many 
different traditions. Chinese families get 
together to share a special dinner the night 
before Chinese New Year begins. Money is 
given in red envelopes because the colour 
red is a symbol of good luck and happiness. 
Many people also enjoy watching and 
taking part in lion or dragon dances.
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